
We read about Jesus’ encounter with this gentleman 

in Luke 10:25-37. In this case, the lawyer initiated a 

conversation about spiritual matters. It is written, 

“And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested 

Him, saying, ‘Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eter-

nal life?’” (Luke 10:25).  

How wonderful that a person would ask about eternal 

life! Was he sincerely seeking to learn God’s will? 

His response to the Master and his future life will 

demonstrate his attitude and commitment to the truth. 

You and I are blessed when we have people approach us to inquire about matters 

pertaining to the soul!  

What can we observe in Jesus’ dealings with this lawyer? When the man asked 

about eternal life, Jesus in turn asked him, “What is written in the law? What is 

your reading of it?” (10:26). What was the Master doing? Pointing to God’s word 

as the standard of authority. If we are going to have a fruitful study with someone, 

we must point out to them that God’s word is our sole standard of authority in all 

religious and moral matters. Regardless of the teaching method we use in a one-

on-one study, early in the study we need to establish the authority of the Bible.  

Second, Jesus believed in the man’s ability to hear, reason, and understand 

(10:26). We need to take that same approach with people. God’s appeal always 

has been to come and reason together (Isaiah 1:18).  
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So we, being many, are one 
body in Christ, and individu-

ally members of one another. 
Romans 12:5 
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If you know anyone who would love to study the Bible please  
contact any member of this congregation.  

Second, Jesus believed in the man’s ability to hear, reason, and understand (10:26). We 

need to take that same approach with people. God’s appeal always has been to come and 

reason together (Isaiah 1:18).  

Jesus gave the lawyer credit when he gave a right answer. When the man gave the cor-

rect response to Jesus’ questions, He told him, “You have answered rightly; do this and 

you will live” (10:28). Jesus’ words served as a positive reinforcement of the truth.  

Fourth, Jesus used an illustration. To help the man see who his “neighbour” was, the 

Christ told the story which we call “The Parable of the Good Samaritan” (10:30-35). 

When you use earthly illustrations, make sure you use examples that people can under-

stand.  

What else? Jesus asked “open” questions. One of them was: “So which of these three do 

you think was neighbour to him who fell among the thieves?” (10:36). Be prepared to use 

open questions to get a person engaged in the study and to reveal what he is thinking.  

Finally, our Lord pointed to the man’s personal responsibility to obey God’s will. When 

the lawyer properly identified the one who acted as a neighbour in the story Jesus told, 

what did Jesus tell Him? “Go and do likewise” (10:37). That is what you call appealing 

to a prospect to make personal application to what he has learned. Learning without ap-

plication is empty.  

We need to imitate Jesus’ evangelistic methods!  

Emphasis on Ephesians:  

Ephesians 2:11-18 – Reconciliation and Unity through Jesus  

This section of the Bible points out a vivid contrast: division versus unity. For identifica-

tion purposes, the Jews sometimes were called “the Circumcision,” while the Gentiles, 

that is, non-Jews, were called “the Uncircumcision” (Ephesians 2:11). Whether inten-

tional or not, such nomenclature seemed to accentuate the division between the two par-

ties.  

The Israelites had been designated the chosen people of God. Before God’s Son came 

into the world, the Gentiles were on the outside looking in, without God, without the 

Christ, and without hope (2:12).  

Between the Gentiles and Jews stood a “wall of separation” (2:14). Before the Messiah 

came in the flesh, in general, there were no pleasant associations between the Jews and 

non-Jews. The law of Moses stood as a separator: the Israelites were committed to fol-

lowing it, but the Gentiles were not. Enmity kept the Gentiles and Jews apart from one 

another (2:15).  

In His infinite wisdom, God had a plan to bring the Jews and Gentiles together. How 

could that ever be accomplished? Through His Son. Gentiles were “brought near by the 
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blood of Christ” (2:13). Jesus serves as peace . . . a peace offering, so to speak, to 

get Jews and Gentiles together (2:14).  

The Christ “has made both one” (2:14). In the context, the word “both” points to 

Gentiles and Jews. From the two, He has created “in Himself one new man” (2:15). 

The “new man” is a new person in the Christ, called a “Christian” (2 Corinthians 

5:17). Racial and biological distinctions still exist, but in the Christ, Jewish and 

Gentile Christians are one family, the children of God (Galatians 3:26-28).  

On the one hand, through the cross Jesus reconciled Gentiles and Jews to one an-

other. By that same cross, He also reconciled them both to God (2:16). It is clear 

that being reconciled to God was an individual, conditional matter, as was the once

-separated Jews’ and Gentiles’ reconciliation to each other. The reconciliation of 

any parties, who for any reason have been at odds with one another, can be brought 

about only when they accept the gospel and treat one another as equal members in 

God’s family.  

A big factor in the unity among first-century Jewish and Gentile saints was the fact 

that Jesus abolished the law of commandments, that is, the law of Moses (2:15). 

He was a promoter and preacher of peace (2:17) — the Prince of Peace provided 

the gospel of peace (6:15) to bring folks into His kingdom of peace (Romans 

14:17), leading to eternal peace.        

                         -- Roger D. Campbell 
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BIBLE TRIVIA QUESTIONS :  

Creatures Great and Small : Goats in the Bible (part 2) 

1. The psalmist spoke of something that the Lord finds more pleasing than the flesh of bulls, or the 

blood of goats. What is it? Psalms 50:13-15  

2. Proverbs tells us, "The lambs are for thy clothing, and the goats are..." Proverbs 27:26  

3. The prophet Isaiah outlined God's complaint against Israel, "To what purpose is the multitude of 

your sacrifices unto me? saith the LORD: I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of 

fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats..." What did he 

say that the people should do? Isaiah 1:11-14  

4. The Lord Jesus described the separation of the righteous and the wicked as the separation of 

sheep and goats. What will happen to the "goats?" Matthew 25:32-43  

5. Of whom did the writer of Hebrews say, "Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own 

blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us." Hebrews 

9:12-14  

 

Answers: 1. Thanksgiving 2.The price of the field 3. Stop bringing vain oblations to Him, and cease burning incense 
4.They will be sent to the everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels. 5.Jesus Christ 
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Prayer request?   
Articles or News to share?  

Send us an email or contact any of 
the members in this congregation.  

We will be happy to in-
clude it in this Newslet-
ter. 
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